Children's Book and Media Review
Volume 40
Issue 11 November 2019

Article 16

2019

Snow-White and the Seven Dwarfs: A Tale from the Brothers
Grimm
Karen Abbott

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr

BYU ScholarsArchive Citation
Abbott, Karen (2019) "Snow-White and the Seven Dwarfs: A Tale from the Brothers Grimm," Children's
Book and Media Review: Vol. 40: Iss. 11, Article 16.
Available at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss11/16

This Book Review is brought to you for free and open access by the Journals at BYU ScholarsArchive. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Children's Book and Media Review by an authorized editor of BYU ScholarsArchive. For
more information, please contact ellen_amatangelo@byu.edu.

Abbott: Snow-White and the Seven Dwarfs: A Tale from the Brothers Grimm

Book Review

Snow-White and the
Seven Dwarfs: A Tale
from the Brothers Grimm
Author

Jacob Grimm and
Wilhelm K. Grimm

Translator
Randall Jarrell

Illustrator

Nancy Ekholm Burkert

Reviewer

Karen Abbott

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Primary

Pages
32

Year
1987

ISBN

9780374468682

Publisher
Square Fish

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019

Long ago, a queen wished for a lovely little girl with black hair,
white skin, and rosy cheeks. Her wish is granted, but she does
not live to raise her child. The king’s second wife became very
jealous of the blossoming young woman’s beauty. Snow White’s
stepmother possesses an overly honest magic mirror, and she
asks it regularly who the most beautiful woman in the kingdom is.
One day her stepdaughter surpasses her in beauty, and the proud
queen plots her demise. After a couple unsuccessful attempts to
kill Snow White, the queen disguises herself as a hag and brings
her a poisoned red apple. The dwarfs Snow White has been living
with have no cure for the poison, but a passing prince does. He
gives her a kiss of true love, which revives her, and he carries her
off to the castle. Snow White’s evil stepmother dies a gruesome
death at their wedding.
This picture book retells the harsh original story recorded by the
Brothers Grimm, with the most beautiful illustrations imaginable.
These pieces of art have vibrant color that somehow remains soft
and graceful. The illustrator captures a peaceful essence that
softens the brutality of the tale. The illustrative style is similar to
fairy tale works by Scott Gustafson and James Christiansen. They
use rich color with a looser, less defined style that is slightly more
impressionistic and dreamy. The artwork feels more comforting
with this illustrator’s lighter, less defined touch. There are many
different versions of this tale, including ones where the evil
queen transforms into a dragon before the prince slays her with
his sword. This version goes a step further, vilifying the queen
beyond her evil deeds and dehumanizing her to a great extent,
possibly making her death more acceptable and less traumatic
for children. This is a great book for those who do not shy away
from villains who get their just desserts in the end, or princesses
who don’t have a perfect family life.
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